
                        

   REDWOOD VALLEY OUTDOOR EDUCATION PROJECT 

                           Classroom Programs 

 
 
In the winter months the RVOEP education team visits classrooms to provide specific programs that tie to 

our field trip experiences.  Please contact the RVOEP Educational Coordinator if you are interested in having us 
come to your classroom for one of these programs.  

 
 

 
Living Lightly on the Earth  -- Lessons from the 
Forest (Grade 2) 
In this reducing, reusing, and recycling focus for 
second grade, students link the plants and animals of 
the forest community in a giant Web of Life. They 
then experiment to find out what happens when 
strands of this delicate web are destroyed by the 
actions of man through his waste disposal choices.  
 
Students are challenged to use the 3R’s ----- Reduce, 
Reuse, and Recycle to design a simple waste disposal 
strategy that will lead to a healthier environment for 
plants and animals. The lesson culminates with the 
delivery of a special “Reduce Box” from a Raccoon.  
Students brainstorm ways they could use the items in 
the Raccoon’s box to reduce the amount of trash they 
generate.  This is a 75-minute hands-on program. 
 
The Skulls Program - Herbivore, Omnivore, 
Carnivore: A Study of Structure and Function  
(Grade 3) 
Students use skulls to explore the concepts of 
structure and function and learn the differences 
between herbivores, omnivores, and carnivores.  This 
program ties directly to the RVOEP field trip programs 
for third grade  - “Munch Line Monitor ” and our new 
“New Nature Detective Training.”  A 90-minute block 
of time is best for this program (can be cut to 75 min. 
if necessary). 
 
 Investigating an Oak Woodland (Grades 4- 6) 
Students are introduced to the concept of community 
as they create a simple mural of an oak woodland.  
The focus is narrowed to California Oaks as students 
learn to identify four common oak trees by their 
leaves and acorns and then do oak leaf rubbings.  
Sample Oak Watch Journals are used to introduce 
students to the prospect of keeping their own journal 
of observations for a special oak tree in their 

neighborhood or school.  This program requires a 90-
minute block.  Classes are invited to participate in a 
Forest Community study at the RVOEP 
 
Flight School (Grades 4-6) 

Part 1 - In the 
classroom phase of Flight 
School, students begin to 
learn about the role and 
importance of birds in 
our local ecosystems.  
This is a hands-on 
program and students 
will not only become 
birds themselves, but 

must apply for a job in the forest ecosystem. Of 
course, this means learning about the special 
adaptations that help birds survive. (This program is 
best scheduled for a 2-hour time slot) 

Part 2 –Students become wildlife biologists 
as they follow the scientific process to answer an 
important question about barn owls -- “What is the 
most common prey of a barn owl?”  To find the 
answer, each student will dissect an owl pellet and 
use the bones and skulls they find to identify the 
prey.  In addition to learning about owls, students will 
discover the world of shrews, voles, pocket gophers, 
mice, rats, and Jerusalem crickets. All are important 
components of the owl’s forest and meadow food 
web. (2-hour program) Note: There is a 
$2.00/student charge for materials. 

Part 3 – A Spring field trip to the RVOEP for a 
day of bird related activities. 

 
   Stream related programs by special arrangement  
(Grades 4-6) 
Note: Combine your classroom river studies with a 
field trip to the RVOEP to investigate the health of the 
Russian River as a home for salmon and steelhead.   

 

To schedule a classroom presentation or field trip to the RVOEP contact: 

Helen Magruder Menasian, Education Coordinator 
Redwood Valley Outdoor Education Project 

P.O. Box 45 
Redwood Valley, Ca. 95470 

489-9932 ©   Email: hmenasian@uusd.net    website: www.rvoep.org
 


